Jan. 8 Jan. 15 The outstanding feature of the statistics for January was the increased mortality from influenzal pneumonia, the total of the deaths registered for the four weeks ending on the 29th of the month being 54, compared with 8 for December, and 4 in January, 1948. This mortality is in addition to 130 deaths certified as due to primary pneumonia, against 61a year ago. Although this comparison is unfavourable, the mortality is not excessive when compared with the heavy prevalence of the disease which occurred during the early years of the war when in one week at the end of January, 1940, 92 deaths were certified as due to influenza, in addition to over 100 from pneumonia.
The number of deaths from tuberculosis was also slightly higher so that with the deaths from bronchitis and other respiratory diseases more numerous, the total mortality at 21.7 is considerably above the rate for January of last year, namely, 14.8. Infant mortality has not suffered to the same extent, the deaths numbering 112 against 107.
The decline in the prevalence of diphtheria continues, with 88 cases compared with 106 and there were no deaths.
Measles is almost absent and there are few cases of rubella. The minor prevalence of whooping cough continues, with 690 cases and two deaths.
